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Praise for MISS HAZEL AND THE ROSA PARKS LEAGUE
“A terrific writer who can take his place in the distinguished pantheon of Southern fiction” 
--Pat Conroy, author of The Prince of Tides, The Great Santini
“Here it comes---barreling down the track like a runaway train, a no-holds-barred Southern novel as tragic and complicated as the Jim Crow era it depicts.... This is a big brilliant novel whose time has come.”

--Lee Smith, author of The Last Girls and Guests on Earth
“With its deftly drawn characters, delicious dialogue, and deeply satisfying and hopeful ending, this fine novel deserves to win the hearts of readers everywhere. Book clubs, this one is definitely for you!”
 -- Meg Waite Clayton, author of The Wednesday Sisters 

“Odell vividly brings to life a fabulous cast of characters as well as a troubling time in our not-so-distant past. You won’t want to miss this one!”

-- Cassandra King, author of The Sunday Wife and Moonrise
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Praise for Jonathan Odell’s novel THE HEALING

The Healing transcends any clichés of the genre with its captivating, at times almost lyrical, prose.” --Associated Press
“A storytelling tour de force.” --Atlanta Journal-Constitution
“Compelling, tragic, comic, tender and mystical…. It combines the historical significance of Kathryn Stockett's The Help with the wisdom of Toni Morrison's Beloved.” --Minneapolis Star Tribune
“A must-read for fans of historical fiction.” --Kathleen Grissom, author of The Kitchen House
Set in pre-Civil Rights Mississippi, MISS HAZEL AND THE ROSA PARKS LEAGUE (February 4, 2015) is the story of two young mothers, Hazel and Vida—one wealthy and white and the other poor and black—who have only two things in common: the devastating loss of their children, and a deep and abiding loathing for one another. 
Embittered and distrusting, Vida is harassed by Delphi’s racist sheriff and haunted by the son she lost to the world. Hazel, too, has lost a son and can’t keep a grip on her fractured life. After drunkenly crashing her car into a manger scene while gunning for the baby Jesus, Hazel is sedated and bed-ridden. Hazel’s husband hires Vida to keep tabs on his unpredictable wife and to care for his sole surviving son. Forced to spend time together with no one else to rely on, the two women find they have more in common than they thought, and together they turn Delphi on its head. It is the story of a town, a people, and a culture on the verge of a great change that begins with small things, like unexpected friendship. 
From Maiden Lane  

After watching helplessly as many worthy books were lost to readers through no fault of their own but because of the unfortunate vicissitudes of the publishing business, I decided to use what I had learned in bookselling and publishing by starting Maiden Lane Press as part of our literary agency. The View from Delphi, Jonathan’s debut novel, was released by a small press in 2004 to warm reviews but little support. After the success of his critically acclaimed second novel, The Healing, published by Nan A. Talese/Doubleday, and because we believe the subject matter of this captivating story is even more relevant today than when it was first published, we asked Jonathan to update the earlier version to showcase the special friendship between Vida and Hazel. We are thrilled to give this new rendering of his remarkable debut work a second chance. We hope you will too.    Marly Rusoff
About the Author

Jonathan Odell is the author of two novels, The Healing (Nan A. Talese/Doubleday, 2012) and The View from Delphi (MacAdam/Cage, 2004), which has been updated and republished as Miss Hazel and the Rosa Parks League. Odell was born and raised in Mississippi, growing up in the institutional segregation of a small town. In college he sold The Ebony Pictorial History of Black America door to door in black neighborhoods across the South while the Klan tried to discourage him. He now resides in Minnesota. 
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MISS HAZEL AND THE ROSA PARKS LEAGUE
By Jonathan Odell
Hardcover; ISBN 978-1-940210-02-5; $27.95; 464 pp

Trade Paperback; ISBN 978-1-940210-04-9; $16.00; 464 pp
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